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r Unlike Gandhiji, however, Thoreau justified not only passive/
but also active (violent) resistance to the American Govern-
ment in the struggle against slavery. He believed in man's natural
impulses to goodness, argued for the supremacy, under all
conditions, of conscience and held up the ideal of a future
society without any government.

John Ruskin's Unto This Last has also been one of the
transforming influences that have shaped Gandhiji's views. He
has been especially influenced by Ruskin's ideal of manual
labour. JjGandhiji read this book in South Africa and drew from
it three lessons. These are:

1.    That the good of the individual is contained in the
good of all.

2.    That a lawyer's work has the same value as the
barber's inasmuch as all -have the same right of earning
their livelihood from their work.

3.    That a life of labour, i.e., the life of the tiller of the
soil and the handicraftsman is the life worth living.89
Ruskin's Crown of Wild   Olives is also one   of Gandhiji's

favourites.

iGandhiji resembles Ruskin in several respects. Both preach
the supremacy of the spirit and trust in the nobleness of human
nature; to both character is more important than intelligence;
both seek to moralize politics and economics; both emphasize
the priority of social regeneration to mere political reform; both
greatly distrust machinery and plead that3 if employed at all, it
should be so used as to free and not enslave men; both insist
that the capitalist should adopt a wise paternal attitude in
relation to his employees. \

Unlike Gandhiji, though like his own master, Carlyle, who
equates Manhood suffrage with "Horsehood, Doghood, ditto5 \
Ruskin distrusts the populace. His ideal, like that of Carlyle, is
the rule of the wisest.90 Ruskin believes not in democracy but in
"the eternal superiority of some men to others, sometimes even

89 Autobiography, II, pp. 107-08.
90 "You have no more business with politics," he said to the Glasgow
undergraduates, "than you have with rat-catching. . .but I hate all liberal-
ism as I do Beelzebub, and with Carlyle I stand, we two now alone in England,
for God and the Queen." The Works of Ruskin (lib. ed.), Vol.   XXXIV,
pp. 548-49.